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Commodore's Corner
If the first month of
the new year is any
indicator, my first
week back has been
filled with SBYC
activities – mostly behind the scenes
work that keeps the SBYC ship
afloat!
On Feb 18, I attended the Council of
BC Yacht Clubs (COBCYC) meeting at
the Nanaimo Yacht Club. I won’t
burden you with all the details of the
meeting, except to say we boaters
owe a great deal of gratitude to this
organization,
and its
affiliate the
Marine Parks
Forever
Society, for

Upcoming Events

their efforts to protect and enhance
our boating experiences.
Two small teasers of information that
I gleaned from Saturday’s meeting.
First, the impending loss of the
popular Squirrel Cove anchorage
may fall through: although the
Provincial Government has not fully
backed down from its intended
approval of the project threatening

the anchorage (despite heavy
lobbying from the recreational
boating community and in defiance
of regional council opposition), it has
limited the operator’s license to a 2year term. It has also required the
operator to secure zoning approval.
cont'd page 2.

POST SCRIPT FOR MEMBERS WHO MOOR AT SILVA
BAY MARINA
As the final touches were being put to Anchorline, I received messages
from a couple of members who moor their boats at Silva Bay Marina
expressing their concern about the new contract they must sign by April 1.
I cannot comment on that contract, but in view of the concerns expressed, I
would urge all effected members to read their new contract carefully and
discuss any concerns with others at the marina.
Mike Apps
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Since this
approval must
come from the regional council (who
have opposed the project), it is to be
hoped that this will end the project.

Commodore's Corner
cont'd from page 1.

The second piece of information is
that the purchase of the Harmony
Islands as a BC Marine Park is still
progressing although the Provincial
Government is still stalling putting
up any money for the purchase
despite MPFS offers to increase its
contribution by up
to $400K (more
than half the
required amount).
The next few
months, with a
provincial election looming, may be
critical.

concerted effort to reverse the trend.
His conviction was that provided the
membership was over 100, the
future was secure. As of this date,
our membership is only 94, of which
5 are Honorary Life Members, down
by 9 since last year and well below
Fred’s alarm level.

This is a big concern for the
Executive and so we are establishing
a Membership Task group to deal
with the issue. The issue is more
than just numbers of paying
members: what is far more
important is the number of playing
members.
There are many
more active
boaters on
Gabriola than
are active in
Your executive has been busy too,
the SBYC –
preparing for the upcoming boating
how
do
we
attract
them?
Is it a lack
season. One of the new and urgent
of interest in
what we do
(and if so, can
we do things
differently or
do different
things?) or is
it a lack of
public
knowledge
about us (and
Harmony Islands if so, how do
we get the
word out)? In
particular,
how can we
attract more
of
the
younger
set?
These
and
tasks is dealing with our declining
membership. When I met some time related questions the Task Group will
try to tackle. If you have any ideas or
ago with Fred Withey (long time
would be willing to assist this group,
member and club historian), he told
please contact me, or the
me that many years ago, the club
Membership Chair Christine.
membership had slipped
considerably and required a
In closing, let me express a matter of
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personal disappointment: not one
person sent in answers to the
Commodore’s Quiz in the January
Anchorline. That’s a shame, because
no one therefore
won the fine
prize that was
going to be awarded – a flight to the
Galapagos Islands and two tickets to
a 7-day cruise on a private yacht.
Unfortunately, the tickets have now
expired. Please send me an email
(mjapps2@gmail.com) if you would
like to see the Commodore’s Quiz
reopened.
Fair winds and safe Passage,
Mike Apps, Commodore, SBYC

Silva Bay Yacht
Club
PO Box 154
Gabriola Island, BC
Canada V0R 1X0
E-Mail:
info@silvabayyachtclub.com
www.silvabayyachtclub.com
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Fleet Captain Report
With the cold snap
that won’t go away
and snow falling
nearly every week
since the beginning
of the year, 2017 sure has not been
conducive to
winter boating!
But, we have
many hardy souls
on this Island and a
good many were
out in Pirate’s Cove
for our Sizzling
Soup Cruise on
January 28th. One
of our newest
members joined us
and has written an
Anchorline report.
Cruises coming up
in the next months,
the Easter Cruise in
April, a Buddy
Cruise the weekend
of Mother’s Day in May, the
Chemainus Theatre Cruise in June
and our major cruise of the year, the
Round the Island Cruise in July. I am
having a great time organizing these
cruises, along with members of your
Cruising Committee, and we hope
that you will participate in as many
as possible.
The Easter Cruise starts on Friday
the 14th with a short sail to Preedy
Harbour, Thetis Island, where we
will anchor for the night. Anyone
interested can dinghy to shore for a
walk to the Thetis Island Pub for a
brew and-or
dinner. On
Saturday, we will
sail to Ladysmith
where we will
dock at the

Maritime Society marina, enjoy
Happy Hour amongst SBYC friends,
new and old, then share a BBQ at
the Gazebo. Sunday, we will partake
of the traditional Pancake breakfast
followed with whatever Easter
shenanigans participants can come
up with, followed by dinner ashore.
Monday, all will sail home or to
other ports, depending on the

Sizzling Soup Cruise crew
weather and your own life
obligations. As we need to reserve
dock space, BBQ facilities and a
group space at a restaurant Sunday
night.
I encourage anyone who even thinks
they can attend, to sign up early so
we can firm up reservations. Thank
you for your consideration for our
hosts!
Early registrations are also
encouraged for the May 12 to 14
Buddy Cruise to Montague harbour.
There again, I will need to reserve

Mother’s Day Brunch or dinner
ashore so reservations will need to
be firmed up a minimum of 2 weeks
in advance.
Our past commodore, Ian Waymark,
has taken upon himself to organize
the June 17th Chemainus Theatre
Cruise and he too will need to
finalize reservations so DO confirm
with him your interest in
participating in
THAT cruise.
Finally, some of
us have already
met to start planning the Round the
Island cruise. There are 6 boats
already signed up; 4 sailboats and 2
power vessels. If this adventure is
on your Bucket list, 2017 might be
the year to DO IT! Plans are to leave
on July 2nd, take a week to head up
to Port McNeil, round the top of the
Island when weather permits, then
cruise down the West Side of
Vancouver Island for
the better part of 3
weeks. Our plan is to
anchor or dock every
night and take some
time to explore the
Sounds and Inlets. And of course,
this will be a great time to build
friendships while supporting each
other through our challenges on this
month-long Cruise. Again, early
registration is recommended as we
will hold several planning meetings
leading up to our departure.
Here’s hoping we will see each and
every one of you boaters out on the
water this spring and summer!
Agathe Gaulin
SBYC 2017 Fleet Captain

dock space (of course, there are also
mooring buoys and lots of anchor
space). We are also planning a
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Membership and Secretary Update
Hi everyone:
Well, this is my first
go at a membership
report for Anchorline
– and I must say it seems odd to be
on the submission end rather than
the editing end! I spent a year as
editor of Anchorline and thoroughly
enjoyed it, other than the constant
fight with the software and
formatting.
You know how that
goes: enter in text,
have text
disappear. Fill in
image box, have image disappear.
Write article, article goes AWOL.
Fortunately we have an Anne.
Anne Zamluk is a new director on
the Executive with excellent desktop
publishing skills and a flair for what

should be there. Thank you, Anne,
for your willingness to step up to the
plate and bat me out into the ozone
layer, where I'm happily residing
with my
membership
roster.
Speaking of
which, we
currently have 94 members, with
one person promising to renew.
"Show me the money, honey," has
become my new mantra. Sadly, we
lost 13 members this year for
various reasons. The most oft
quoted reasons were old age, sold
the boat, and ill health. I can
certainly relate to the first one. Every
time I go down to Sand Swallow, I
return home to the man (aka Leslie)
with the comment, "I'm too old for
this."

Sizzling Soup Cruise

As you will have
read in the
Commodore's
Corner report,
we're striking up
a task force to
try and come up
with how to
attract new
members –
particularly those
without grey hair
– and how do we
get the existing

Willing to Learn and to Crew: Meet Michelle Sevigny

Hi, I’m Michelle! I’ve recently joined taking more courses in the future. I
the Silva Bay Yacht Club and wish to am a former Vancouver police officer,
crew on power boats and sailboats so so I’m calm in emergencies and I
that I may learn some practical
respect all safety rules. My practical
experience to augment my previous boating experience is almost nil but
and future in-classroom boating
I’m a fit and healthy 48 year old
courses. I currently have my pleasure woman who is willing to learn and
craft operator card (PCOC) and will be available to crew, and assist with
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members (yes, that's you!) to get out
to cruises and social events. Drop
me a line at
secretary@silvabayyachtclub.com if
you have any brilliant and/or earth
shattering ideas. Or just drop me a
line. It's lonely at the top.
Segueing into the top of the pile, a
huge welcome to our newest
members:
Rick and Eva Kernahan – owners of
SV Avanti
Jeanne McNaughton – owner of MV
Spirit Walker and another solo
boater. Yay!
Cheryl and Paul Chatterton – cosailors on SV Sojourner
Michelle Sevigny – boatless on
Gabriola, but has no grey hair and is
happy to crew for those who do.
Remember, keep the pointy bit
forward and the rudder in water.
Christine Purfield

maintenance. I am self-employed so
available for half-day and full-day
outings any day of the week, for predetermined schedules or short notice.
Please contact me at 250-325-5580 or
michellesevignywriter@gmail.com.
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Sizzling Soup Cruise
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Red River Cereal Bread
Red River cereal only has 3 ingredients: cracked wheat,
cracked rye and whole and cracked flax. (It's also good
cooked up instead of oatmeal for breakfast). From Jill
Haines.
Make up a "sponge" the night before;
1/2 cup of RR cereal
3/4 cup whole wheat flour
1/2 cup lukewarm water
1/8 tsp of instant yeast
Mix well and cover with plastic wrap Let sit for 12 - 15
hours
Day of:
Slightly less than 1 cup of lukewarm water
1 cup of whole wheat flour
1 1/2 Tbl. melted butter
1/8 cup of honey
3/4 tsp of salt
1 tsp of instant yeast
About 1 cup of bread flour

oven at 375 F for 30-40 minutes.
(I have to use an oven thermometer when using boat
oven, but it seems temp. is not too critical and also
above amounts don't have to be too exact)

Directions:
1. Add water to sponge and mix until just a watery
looking cereal.
2. Add whole wheat flour and mix well.
3. Add butter and honey (heat up gently together to melt)
and mix well.
4. Add salt and mix well. Add yeast and mix well.
5. Add as much bread flour and work in so dough does
not stick to sides of bowl.
6. Dump dough onto floured board and knead about 5- 8
minutes until dough is elastic.
7. Place in greased bowl and move dough around so
lightly covered with oil.
8. Cover with plastic wrap
and put in oven with pilot
light on (or warm place)
for about 1 hour.
9. Remove dough and put
in oiled and lightly floured
loaf pan.
10. Cover lightly with
plastic wrap and let rise for
another 30-60 minutes.
11. Place in pre-heated

This is super easy and fun to make on the boat. You
could also experiment using different flours. (It doesn't
rise as much as bread made with just white bread flour)
Let this be a start for a recipe exchange for Favourite and
Easy recipes for SBYC Cookbook!
Cheers,
Jill

Three-masted sailboat passing
Drumbeg Park
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New Member Reports on Her First Cruise

Draft. Hitch. Red, right, returning. Book terms came to
life this past weekend and I’ll no longer need to refer to
my memorized image of holding a glass of port in my
left hand as I reach for the stars with
my right. New skills are best learned
with a combination of theory plus
practical application and I am eager
for more.
I was intimidated to join Silva Bay
Yacht Club’s Sizzlin’ Soup cruise but
my desire to learn was stronger and
since moving from North Vancouver
to Gabriola two-and-a-half years ago.
Pirates Cove Marine Park? A mystical
place I remember my mom talking
about 25 years ago, but in my early
20’s, it wasn’t a priority to join her on her sailing
adventures along the west coast. But now, it’s a desire
that has resurrected.

positive-minded.
After soup, some of us explored the island as we walked
the trail around the point where boat-access only
campsites are located and
my prominent thought
was simple: I need to
come back here.
Michelle Sevigny

Sizzling Soup Cruise

At Pages Marina, Christine
waved from her power boat
and I watched in admiration as
she manoeuvred into the refuelling space.
Agathe, the new fleet captain, joined us and,
being a sailing instructor, shared simple tips as
we loaded the boat: “I’ll say ‘got it’ when you
hand me gear and don’t let go until you hear
me.” As a former police officer, I respect all
safety rules, no matter how simple they may
seem.
As we motored through Gabriola Passage,
Agathe’s and Christine’s conversation introduced
me to new terms -- slack, burgee and rafting.
“That marks a crab trap,” Agathe said as she
pointed to a white marker. I thought it was a
seagull.
We joined the two sailboats already moored at
the dock in Pirates Cove.
And no one laughed
when I fell from the
sailboat onto the dock.
Ta-da! I watched the club
members throw ropes
and tie knots as more boats join the raft. We all
helped unload chairs, tables and pots of soup.
The entire group was so helpful, welcoming and
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Rear Commodore

Call for Nominations of Awards

Do you know of a club member who has done something outstanding in the past year? Here is your
chance to nominate someone for one of SBYC’s prestigious awards.
The awards are described on the SBYC web site: http://silvabayyachtclub.com/ - select drop-down
menu “About us -> History -> Awards and Trophies” to see a description and criteria for each, and
listings of all the folks who have won these awards in the past.

Nominate a Member
Cruising Trophy

Good Seamaritan Award

Awarded to the
member(s) who have
displayed the greatest
participation in Club
Cruises during the past
year (nominated by the
Fleet Captain).

Awarded to the
member(s) who have
demonstrated a
willingness to assist
other boaters in need
(despite the
circumstances).

Talent Award
Awarded to a member or members
who have
exhibited “rare”
talents at club
events during the
past year.

Calculated before the
Commodore's Ball

Decided before the Commodore's
Ball

Decided before the Commodore's
Ball

Sailpast Trophy (Power)

Fairlead Trophy

Marlinspike Seamanship
Award

Awarded to the
“best dressed”
power boat in
the previous
year’s sailpast.

Awarded to the member who, in the
past year, has
given
outstanding
service and/or
shown
The criteria are:
exceptional sportsmanship in the
1) Sailpast and salute protocol;
Sizzling Soup development
Cruise
and encouragement of
2) flag etiquette; and
safe yachting.
3) other criteria as rated by a judging
Decided before the Commodore's
committee.

Judged at Sailpast, but awarded
the next year.

Sailpast Trophy (Sail)

Awarded to the “best dressed”
power boat in the previous year’s
sailpast.

Decided before the Commodore's
Ball

Ball

Off Course Compensator
Award

The criteria are:
1) Sailpast and
salute protocol;
2) flag etiquette;
and
3) other criteria as rated by a judging laughter.
committee.

Judged at Sailpast, but awarded
the next year.

Awarded to the
skipper who has made
an outstanding
nautical passage (or
passages) during the
past year.

Awarded to the
member committing
the greatest nautical
faux pas of the year as
determined by election
by the membership,
frequently accompanied
by much good-natured

Nominated and chosen at the
Commodore's Ball
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Membership
Advancement Award

Awarded to a member
who made an
outstanding contribution
by attracting, training
and/or maintaining new
members. This award
may recognize multiple
year contributions and is not
necessarily awarded every year.

Decided before the Commodore's
Ball
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Sizzling Soup Cruise
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