
 

 

Silva Bay Yacht Club Newsletter 

November, 2015 

Commodore’s 
Report 

With the bulk of the 
cruising season behind 
us, activities on the water 
have slowed but our land 

activities are picking up steam.  

Our first monthly meeting was held at 
the Haven on October 6th with video 
presentation on the history of Silva 
Bay. We all had a good chuckle at 
views of a young Fred Withey. Young 
or mature (like the rest of us), the 
Witheys own a big piece of Silva Bay’s 
history. 

Our next meeting is November 3rd at 
the Ellins’ residence, 50 Haig Road. 
The topic is "Fair Weather and Foul: A 
Soldier's Guide to Sailing" presented 
by: Bert Terhart. We all know Bert and 
we all know he has a lot of experience 
to pass on to each of us. A comfortable 
venue and great speaker, see you on 
Tuesday. 

Our first monthly lunch, although a 
week late, on a different day and at a 
new venue was declared a success 
with nineteen members enjoying a 
special lunch served at the Surf Pub. 
Our November lunch will be at the Surf 
on the second THURSDAY of the 

month (November 12th) with an 
expanded menu, just for us. 

The AGM, yes, it is here already. 
Tuesday, November 24th at the 
Gabriola Golf & Country Club, catered 

by Robert’s. Come on out, have a 
great dinner, vote in your new 
Executive, renew your membership for 
2016, receive a Christmas gift from the 
club, get a preview of next year’s 
cruising schedule and see some new 
club regalia. To register go to  

http://silvabayyachtclub.com/agm-
christmas-dinner/.  

To have a little fun (fun is our mandate) 
Anchorline will be sporting a new 
section called “Commodore’s Quiz”. Be 
the first to answer all five questions 
accurately and you will receive a 
sample from our new club regalia. To 
get all five correct answers you will 
have to read Anchorline and/or the 
website. You could be informed on all 
our activities and be a winner! Your 
Commodore and website editor are not 
allowed to enter (darn). Click on 
(Commodore’s Quiz) to work your way 
to a valuable prize (shades of Quinn’s 
Quiz on CBC).  

Safe Boating to you all 
Ian Waymark 
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Vice 
Commodore’s 
Report 

I am coming to the end 
of my term as your Vice 
Commodore. Compared 
to the previous two 

terms as your Fleet Captain, this year 
has been remarkably easy. It was 
made so by the fine work of the two 
committees the Vice Commodore, 
under the by-laws, responsible for – 
the Social Committee (Chair, Bob 
Woods) and the History Committee 
(Historian, Karen Apps).  
Social Committee. I’ll leave it to Bob 
to report on the activities of this 
committee. However, I would be totally 
remiss were I not to give a big vote of 
thanks to Director Bob Woods who 
has performed yeoman service to the 
club (again) as Chair of the Social 
Committee. I know Bob is stepping 
down at the end of this term, and I 
hope the club will show its sincere 
appreciation for his work over the 
years at the AGM. 

Historical Committee. The fine work 
carried out over many years by Fred 
Withy maintaining the SBYC Archives 
has been passed onto Karen. It has 
been a daunting task to sort through 
the many paper and electronic files. 
The club has a rich history, and we 
should all acknowledge the often un-
thanked and thankless effort by Fred in 

maintaining records of this history over 
the years. The first task the new 
History committee has undertaken has 
been to prepare a history of the 
various club awards. This has been a 
difficult task: although the names of the 
recipients appear on the trophies 
themselves (or at least most of them 
do), the specific reasons for the award 
do not seem to have been recorded. 
And to make the task harder, the 
criteria for the awards has varied over 
the years (and seemingly never written 
down). By scouring the archives 
(Anchorline, Executive Minutes, AGM 
minutes), and contacting some of the 
recipients themselves, we have 
partially succeeded: the results will 
soon appear on the Club’s website.  

Some of the anecdotes associated 
with the awards – especially the Off 
Course Compensator – are hilarious, 
and others are more serious (such as 
the Fairlead Trophy): all deserve to be 
preserved because they honour the 
women and men who made this club 
what it is today.  

The next big, ongoing task will be the 
archiving of SBYC photos. The 
Historian now has a large (5 TB) 
external Hard Drive (thanks to Wanda 
for providing) on which to store such 
data. But she needs help – this has 
two components:  

1) collecting the photographs (many 
members have excellent collections); 
and  

2) identifying people in the photos. 
But Karen needs an assistant to 
help;  

a) plan how and what to collect,  

b) to decide on a format for the 
collection, and  

c) o determine a way to identify 
peoples’ faces (programs such as 
Paintshop Photo Pro have 
modules that do this semi-
automatically). So if you are a 
person who likes working with 
digital Photos and believe in the 
value of historical data, as we 
do, please let her know by email 
at: 
historian@silvabayyachtclub.ca 

Mike Apps 
Vice Commodore 

Membership  
Report 

Look for me at the 
AGM on Tuesday, the 
24th of November.  I’ll 
be the one set up at a 

table taking membership payments 
for 2016!  Membership renewal fees 
are $55.00 and are due on or before 
December 31st, 2015.  After January 
31st the fee goes up to $75.00 and 
any memberships that remain unpaid 
after March 31st will be deemed to be 
lapsed. 

Bring your cash or cheque book and 
avoid having to mail payments later.  
Also, SBYC is a strong supporter of 
Marine Parks Forever.  Top up your 
membership payment to $65 and 
donate $10 to this worthy 
organization 

See you at the AGM..  

Bodil Ellins 
Membership Chair 

Fleet Captain’s 
Report 
 
Hello SBYC Members, 

There have been no 
planned cruises since the Empty 
Nester’s cruise in August and Sep-
tember.   

We are now in the planning process 
for the 2015 AGM and annual Christ-
mas Dinner.  I will be giving a brief 
report on our past cruising season 
and a slide presentation of pictures 
from our various cruises and events 
will be playing throughout the eve-
ning.  Check the website for full de-
tails and registration.  Mark your cal-
endars and plan to attend.   

The next event will be the Lighted 
Boat Event on Sunday, December 
13th.  This was well attended last 
year with lots of fun bringing in the 
Christmas season!  Page’s is offering 
free moorage for the night for anyone 
who wants to take part by lighting up 
their boat. 

Gillian Haines 
Fleet Captain 

Rear 
Commodore’s  
Report 

The November meeting  
and program on 

Tuesday, November 3rd, will be held 
at our home at 50 Haig Road.  The 
meeting starts at 7:30 but you are 
welcome to come early and socialize.  
Bert Terhart will be presenting “Fair 
Weather and Foul: A Soldier’s Guide 
to Sailing.” 

In lieu of a December meeting and 
program, Gillian Haines will be 
showing a slide presentation of the 
past cruising season at the AGM on 
November 24th. 

Jerry Ellins 
Rear Commodore 
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Above Left: The grave marker for Lt. Dan Brotheridge, the 
first to be killed in the Battle of Normandy at the approach to 
the Bénouville bridge.   

Blaine at the Ranville British Cemetery.  

Above: Photo taken at the time the 
bridge was taken.  Note the Horsa 
gliders in the background on the right. 

Above Right: Pegasus Bridge today 
as it rests in the grounds at the 
museum.   
Center: Museum building façade 
replicates a Horsa glider. 

Editor’s Note: 

Hello SBYCers! 

As you may or may not know, Blaine and I have not been doing any cruising for the past couple of years 
due to health reasons.  However, back in August we took a trip to the UK and France.  The France portion 
of this trip was all about visiting the Normandy Beaches.  For Blaine, this was to see the place where his 
father landed on that fateful day, June 6th, 1944—D-Day.  For me, it was to see where all this history 

making took place.  Since Remembrance Day is coming up in November, I take this opportunity to share a little bit from 
that trip with you. 

Our first stop on the Normandy Beach tour was at the Pegasus Bridge Museum.  One of the most critical pre-D-Day 
events was the securing of bridges on the Caen canal and on the Orne River at Bénouville and Ranville.  The 
Bénouville bridge was later renamed Pegasus Bridge in memory of the British airborne troops whose emblem was 
Pegasus.  It’s an amazing story how three Horsa gliders carrying soldiers landed around midnight near the bridge, one 
within 20 yards of the bridge, and in ten minutes the bridge was secured without a shot being fired.  The original bridge 
which was replaced in 1994, now resides in the grounds of the Pegasus Museum. 
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“Come Cruise With Us” 

Submitted by: Christine Purfield 
MV “Lizzie” 

Apparently, in some drunken haze 
known as “Happy Hour,” I volunteered 
to write an article about the joys of 
cruising with SBYC. So here it is.  

Our motley crew, consisting of the 
usual suspects, assembled at 
Chemainus for the start of the Empty 
Nester’s cruise to the San Juan 
Islands. Fleet Captain Jill, who 
demonstrated an uncanny ability 
throughout the cruise for herding cats 
and wayward mariners, has already 
explained the itinerary and sights in a 
previous Anchorline edition, so I won’t 
repeat the geography lesson. 

Rather, as a relatively new SBYC 
member and a solo boater with enough 
boating experience to fill the back of a 
very small postage stamp, I wanted to 
share a couple of experiences from a 
typical SBYC cruise. Not that any 
cruise with SBYC is actually "typical," 
but it can be what is commonly termed 
as a "learning opportunity." 

You know the expression “there’s an 
app for that”? Well, on an SBYC 
cruise, the calling cry is generally 
“there’s a fix for that!” I think there 
were only one or two boats in the three 
weeks that didn’t have some sort of 
mechanical problem. Some bigger, 
some more expensive, and most rather 
small, but in all cases there was 
someone in the group who could 
muster up a fix or a spare part. Safety 
in numbers took on a whole new 
meaning for me. If I’d been boating 
alone, the cruise would have ended on 
day one. As it was, there was always 
someone ready to immerse a head in 
my engine compartment, butt-end 
wires together on my propane system, 
jump start my cranking battery when it 
died, or heave the outboard into the 
dinghy. And my fingernails thank them 
all. 

Our group of hardy mariners 
apparently enjoy practicing the art of 
self-rescue when falling out of small 
watercraft. One such person, who shall 
remain nameless but for whom I have 
a special affinity, managed to capsize 
her kayak and take a swim in the frigid 
waters of Roche Harbor. Of course, 
this episode was destined to take 

place at the appointed time for Happy 
Hour in a busy marina. After causing 
her neighbour's gin and tonic to spill 
("OMG, Martha, she's fallen in!”) and 
offering a source of entertainment, not 
to say amusement, to multi-millionaires 
on yachts big enough to have my boat 
as a tender, I – I mean “she” – was 
pulled out by a delightful young man 
passing in a dinghy. Note to self: 
secure kayak before trying to get in off 
the dock. 

Not to be outdone, Commodore Ian 
and Staff Captain Paddy Waymark 
chose to go one step further. Again, 
waiting until the appointed time for 
Happy Hour and in full view of several 
club members and other n’er-do-wells, 
they decided that nothing would be 
nicer than a dip in the bay in the Sucia 
Islands. I’d have agreed with them but 
I’m not sure doing it in a capsized 
dinghy was the way to go. Especially 
with the outboard motor running. 
However, thanks to Mark from 
Swanlinbar and a helpful stranger, the 
motor was rescued and re-started. 
Another quick thinking SBYC member 
grabbed the club wine before it sank. 
As an afterthought, someone else 
pulled a couple of drowned rats 
wearing inflated PFDs and resembling 
our fearless Commodore and Staff 
Captain out of the frigid water.  

Commodore Ian, displaying the stiff 
upper lip that us Brits are famous for, 
even went on to cook me dinner after 
his dip.  Mind you, I had to take several 
trips round the bay when, arriving at 
the appointed time for dinner, I was 
greeted with shouts of “You’ll need to 
come back, we’re both naked!” With a 
mind boggling at the thought of the 
visuals, I did some dinghy practice and 
returned later. 

Cruising with the group is also a good 
time to practice your docking skills or, 
in some cases, lack thereof. How can 
you go wrong with a bunch of eager 
members standing on the docks all 
waiting to catch your lines? As Pierre 
Elliot Trudeau once eloquently said, 
"Watch me." There are those of us in 
the group who work on the assumption 
that the faster you go, the quicker it will 
all be over. Well, while that's probably 
true, it doesn't always guarantee a 
happy ending. The club might want to 
consider a "Captain Crunch" award. 

If you enjoy crabbing, you’ll love this 

group. I’m vegetarian, but I’m happy to 
sit with my glass of wine and watch 
people brave the high winds, pouring 
rain, and rough seas to check their 
traps. I’ll cluck with sympathy as they 
tell me about the one that got away, 
while secretly cheering for the crab. I’ll 
look suitably pained when told about 
the crab that resisted arrest and the 
death sentence by biting unsuspecting 
fingers, while suppressing a 
congratulatory smile.  

I could go on, but suffice to say that I’m 
not sure why more of you don’t come 
out cruising. There’s no pressure to do 
anything at all. You can stuff yourself 
at happy hour or a pot luck or two, or 
relax with a good book. Get up early, 
or lie in. Join in, or chill out. But our 
usual gang of suspects is a fun group 
and we’d love to see you out on the 
water. 

We’ll even pull you out if you fall in. 
After the club wine has been rescued, 
of course. 

Welcome Cruise—Montague 
Harbour: A New Member’s 
Perspective 

Submitted by: Alan Dennis 
 SV “Griffin” 

S/V Griffin and I had a wonderful 
summer and introduction to SBYC. 
This was no doubt partly due to our 
first cruise of the season and training 
at Montague Harbour.  Our flotilla was 
At Ease, Bela Vida, Dogstar, Lady Lo, 
Lizzie, Salish C, September Song, and 
Shadowfax. Griffin is a 30’ Catalina 
with crew canine, Chester.    

The highlight of the weekend was the 
training in anchoring and use of the 
chart plotter.  I really appreciate the 
instruction of Doug Cunnian.  We 
practiced anchoring (with Mark on S/V 
Dogstar) in the harbour; “no need to 
plow up a field down there to set the 
anchor. It only needs a gentle touch to 
get a good set.” Luckily for me Doug is 
using the same plotter (Lowrance) and 
he was very patient with this slow 
learner; making waypoints and 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

 

BC’s Marine Parks 
BC Parks has updated their website (http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/recreation/
marine_parks/) to include the Marine Parks.  This was due to an initiative by BC Marine Parks 

Forever Society.  The Marine Parks Forever Society was formed in 1990 as a charitable 
organization to assist in protecting recreational boating interests and to raise funds for the 
purchase of BC Marine Parks.  SBYC is a strong supporter of Marine Parks Forever and you 
are encouraged to support the good work this organization does on behalf of all boaters by 

November Monthly Meeting 
Heavy Weather—A Soldier’s Guide to Sailing 

Sooner or later, no matter where or how you take to the 
water, Environment Canada and Neptune will see to it that 
the weather goes against you.  How do you deal with the 
anxiety and doubts that begin to creep in when the clouds 
begin sweeping the horizon and waves begin to growl?  Will 
you arrive safely?  Should you turn back?  Are you prepared 
to stand into danger? 
 
Discover what you can do to increase your heavy weather 
comfort zone and boat more safely with Bert Terhart on 
Tuesday November 3rd, 7:30 p.m. at 50 Haig Road. 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/686385416003dd0ba3cacf8ab/files/Mustang_Survival_Recall_Advisory_1_PDF.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/686385416003dd0ba3cacf8ab/files/Mustang_Advisory_Recall_Advisory_2_PDF.pdf
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Social Lunches 
NOTE: New Day and New 

Venue! 
Social lunches are held every second 
Thursday of each month at noon at 
The Surf Pub.  This is strictly social 
and an opportunity to catch up with 
fellow boaters. 

Power Squadron News: 

Our fall programme is well underway, 
both in our course offerings and the 
planning of our social programme.  All 
SBYC members are welcome to at-
tend the three Squadron fall socials in 
October, November and December.   
For details as they become available, 
got to: 
http://www.powersquadron.gabriola.org/ or 
simply Google Gabriola Power Squad-
ron. 

Monthly Meetings 
Monthly meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of the month (except June, 
July, August, December and January) 
at 7:30 p.m. The November 3rd 
meeting will be held at  Ellins’ home, 
50 Haig Road.  These are informative 
get togethers with a small business 
meeting to start with reports from 
working officers and committee chairs, 
as available. 

Following the short business meeting, 
the Rear Commodore will introduce an 
interesting presentation dealing with 
west coast boating, safety and 
especially interesting cruises by 
members and friends. 

Always informative and entertaining. 

CLUB CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Couple looking 
to share 24’ 

Tanzer 
Click here for full 

details 

Eleuthera IV 

a 1981 Aloha 34 
Click here for details 

For Sale 
“Gizmo” 

Ranger Tug 
Click here for 

details 

…. and more.  Check the classifieds on 
the website at:: 
silvabayyachtclub.com/classifieds/ 

organizing the screen were very 
helpful.  

The instruction must have worked. I 
only dragged anchor once on Comox 
harbour.  We had been anchored 
overnight and all was well. In the early 
afternoon the wind picked up while I 
was reading in the cockpit.  The boat 
started to move and although less than 
one knot seems slow, in relation to 
other boats and some military size 
mooring stations things were 
happening very quickly. I got the 
engine started and prepared to raise 
the anchor; up to the foredeck and pull 
in anchor. Back to tweak the engine, 
then get the last of the anchor in.  
There was what I thought to be a long 
strand of kelp on the hook.  I didn’t 
have time to look properly. It wasn’t 
until a very poor landing at the dock (to 
pick up my sister) that I saw it wasn’t 
kelp but a 50’ tangle of wire with lead 
weights on it. No wonder my 
manoeuvring to dock was poor.  

And as far as the chart plotter goes it 
was flawless except for coming across 
Comox bar, one buoy that should be 
on my starboard side was in fact to 
port.  I did swim for the dinghy once 
but that’s another story. 

The weekend at Montague was a 
really valuable experience for us with 
good times, food and drink on the dock 
as well. 

Thank you all. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 
Commodore’s Quiz 

1. Be the first member to answer all 
five questions accurately; 

2. Submit your answers to the 
Commodore AND Publications 
editor.  Submissions to any other 
email address(es) will not be 
valid.  (Hint—You can find the 
correct email addresses on the 
website. 

The first member to answer all five 
questions correctly will be presented 
with a prize sporting the club logo 
from the “club regalia” collection.   

Good Luck! 

Quiz—November, 2015 

1. What is the name of speaker at 
our November monthly meeting? 

2. What was the full name of the 
first boat race that resulted in the 
formation of SBYC?  (Hint—it is 
on the website. Be precise.) 

3. What is the date and venue of 
our next club lunch in November? 

4. In the March edition of the 
Anchorline, the name of the 
Station Leader for RCM-SAR 
Station 29, Ladysmith is 
mentioned.  What is his/her 
name? 

5. What is the name of the type of 
glider used by the British during 
WWII and in particular on D-Day? 

http://silvabayyachtclub.com/classifieds/
http://silvabayyachtclub.com/classifieds/
http://silvabayyachtclub.com/classifieds/
http://silvabayyachtclub.com/classifieds/

